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AROUND THE SHOWS
Once again the Ascot Neimen team hit the show circuit and battled 
it out at Roma, Mitchell (above), Biloela and Springsure.

Lot 1 Ascot Anzac had his share of awards up against an all breeds 
competition at most shows. He was Grand Champion Bos Indicus 
Bull at Biloela. 

Junior bull �1�H�L�P�H�Q���5�H�Á�H�F�W (above) was noticed and often won 
his class and junior heifer Ascot Candy (left) was a winner at the 
Mitchell Braford Feature Show. She was awarded Junior Champion 
Heifer against an extensive number of Braford females.

Graham now notches up 42 years of consectutive showing of the 
Brafords. Prior to this  he did his apprenticeship in the Hereford 
ring with the Cootharaba Stud.

IN THE NEWS 
There was a feature article written in the QWeekend Magazine 
by Alison Walsh about a day at the Capella Show. See if you can 
recognise anyone?

“By late morning there are more horses and livestock than people 
in the grounds: pens of fat cattle battle for titles such as the 
heaviest male and female of the show, while their glamourpuss 
couterparts - the stud cattle, all about breeding rather 
than being destined for our dinner tables - plod 
around in the luxury of a covered arena.  
A tweed-jacketed,  Akrubra-wearing stud cattle 
judge, with the hems of his moleskins dragging 
in the dirt, wanders up and down past several 
beasts, rubs his chin, walks and ponders some 
�P�R�U�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���À�Q�D�O�O�\���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�L�Q�J���&�D�Q�R�Z�L�Q�G�U�D��
Ironman from Emerald as the supreme champion 
bull of the show.”

2011 - A SEASON TO REMEMBER  

The big rain has been a long time coming and haven’t we enjoyed it. When the rain began in August last year 
we didn’t expect it to be still raining in April. During this nine month period we measured 35 inches, averaging 
2 to 10 inches a month.  Like many, this is an all time record for Ascot.  The photo above was taken on Boxing 
Day and by nightfall all the country you can see was covered with about three feet of water - the highest 
water level known was recorded.

The local’s conversation changed from “when do you think it will rain again?” to “after the next rain we’ll get 
our cattle out.” Vehicles were bogged in unusual locations and the quad became a handy offsider. Our usual dry 
creek bed ran clear water for six weeks. The grass regrowth is the best we’ve seen in years and the cattle are 
looking at their best. Some were affected by too much rain but overall, a great season.

Early July sees our green outlook change to brown with some heavy frosts. Let’s hope the predicted ‘coldest 
winter yet’ does not come to fruition.  As the feed quality diminishes throughout central Qld, it is a great time 
for Braford cattle to stand out with their excellent feed conversion and ability to achieve fat cover off grass,  
allowing them to be marketed when other harder muscled cattle are left idle. When we could get cattle out 
�Z�H���H�Q�M�R�\�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�U�R�Q�J���P�D�U�N�H�W���D�Q�G���R�X�U���À�U�V�W���F�D�W�W�O�H���R�I�I���W�K�H���O�H�X�F�D�H�Q�D���Z�H�L�J�K�H�G���Z�H�O�O���D�Q�G���P�H�W���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I��
the desired EU market. One of our better loads we sent in May were a load of 2 tooth steers, which averaged 
332 kgs and returning $1183. The top steer weighed 350 kgs returning $1295.

We believe there is not one person in our industry that is not in shock over the Federal Government’s 
bullying, uncalculated and unfair decisions concerning the live export trade. To treat a neighbouring country 
and a client in such an insulting way is hard to comprehend and to think it was all triggered off by a one sided 
�P�H�G�L�D���U�H�S�R�U�W�����:�H���D�U�H���U�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V���Q�R�Z���G�R�Q�H���D���E�D�F�N�Á�L�S���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���I�U�D�J�L�O�H���L�Q�V�W�D�Q�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V���U�X�O�L�Q�J����
but it still leaves us with some uncertainty of our politician’s ability to understand our industry and to give us 
all a fair go.
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